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Who is the best fisherman in your family? That' s easy for me to answer. It ismy
oldest child, Jason. He is an outdoorsman who would have loved being Daniel Boone's
sdekick. When his birthday rolled around as a child and adolescent, he would ask for
fishing equipment more than anything ese. One of the hgppiest mornings of hislife was
the day he l€eft to go to Canada on afishing trip with a group of men from our
community. He was only eghteen.

If I wereto go fishing with Jason this afternoon and try to tell him how to catch
fish, he would be amused and annoyed. While | have done some fishing in years gone by,
| would not classify mysdlf as afisherman. | certainly don’t know as much as Jason about
fishing.

| suspect that Peter was amused and a bit annoyed the morning Jesus tried to tell
him how to fish. It occurred on the Sea of Galilee after Jesus had used Peter’ s boat as a
floating pulpit. “Put out in deep water and let down the nets for a catch,” Jesus said.
Simon answered, “Madter, we' ve worked hard al night and haven't caught anything. But
because you say so, | will let down the nets.”

What do you think you know more about than Jesus? | think Peter felt superior to
Jesus when it cameto fishing. After dl, Peter was a fisherman and Jesus was a carpenter.
Fishing was Peter’ s area of expertise. Jesus knew alot, he reasoned, but he knew more
about fishing. Turns out Peter was wrong. He probably caught more fish that morning
than any other.

Let me ask again. What do you know more about than Jesus? How to arrange
vaues and priorities? How to handle conflict or temptation? How to dedl with problems
and chdlenges? How to earn and manage your money? How to run your business? How
to parent your children? How to have fun? How to pick friends? How to ded with your
enemies? Do you sometimes get amused or annoyed when someone suggests thet you
seek Hiswill when you are facing a decison? Y ou might want to take alesson from Peter
and reconsider. Jesus knows alot more than you think. He's more than a good carpenter.

Thefirg thing that caught my attention when | read thisstory in Luke 5:1-
11 was Peter’sreaction to Jesus instruction about fishing. The second was Peter’s
reaction to Jesus after he caught the net load of fish. “When Smon Peter saw this, he
fdl a Jesus kneesand said, ‘ Go away from me Lord; | am asnful man.” ” Why this
reaction? | am not sure. Perhaps Peter was overcome with a sense of guilt and shame for
thinking that he knew more about anything than Jesus. | am confident this was not the
firgt time they had been together. All indications point to a previous meeting. Simon even
referred to Jesus as “Master” rather than the usual term, “ Teacher.” Peter knew Jesus to
be a holy man with exceptiond skills. He just did not redlize how exceptiond and maybe
how holy.

However, Peter knew how sinful he was and felt very uncomfortable in the
presence of one who was not like him. His solution to those fedings of guilt wasto order
Jesus to leave so he would not be reminded of his glaring inadequacies.



I’ve fdt that way, haven't you? | can identify with Peter. Did you want to show
your parents a bad paper or report card? Did you ever run out of the room or ask them to
leave your room? 1 think that’s how Peter felt that day. He couldn’t leave this big catch of
fish, or so he thought! So, he told Jesus to leave. Been there. Felt that. Done that. Imagine
you have, too.

Thethird thing that | noticed in this story was Peter’sreaction to Jesus
command that Peter leave everything behind and follow him. “Then Jesus said to
Simon, ‘Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.” So, they pulled their boats up
on shore, |eft everything and followed him.”

Jesus did not obey Peter’s command, did he? He refused to leave the seashore but
ingeed invited Peter and his companions to follow him, which they promptly did. Why?

| think Peter saw in Jesus one who could make the world a better placeto live
because of his wisdom, power, and authority and he wanted to help him. | dso think
Peter learned that day the importance and vaue of unquestioning obedience. It wastime
to trust Jesus, not doubt him. It was time to follow not fish. So, Peter left everything, and
that was alat, to follow aman who would give him more than he could have ever
provided for himsdf.

What isit time for you to do today? Isit time for you to redize that God knows
more about life than you do and seek Hiswill? Isit time for you to quit running away
from Jesus when you do wrong and repent so he can forgive you? Is it time for you to
make a commitment to follow him and get serious about helping him to make the world a
better place? | hope so and dso hope you will.



