“Your God IsToo Small”
Matthew 11:28-30; John 1:14; 14:8-11
Preached by Dr. Robert F. Browning, Pastor
Smoke Rise Baptist Church
Stone Mountain, Georgia
October 27, 2002

A little girl was drawing one day when her brother asked her what she was doing. She
camly said, “1 am drawing a picture of God.” He laughed and replied, “Nobody knows what God
looks like.” “They will when | get finished,” she confidently responded.

What does your God look like? From where did you get your concept of God? How has
your concept of God changed over the years? These were some of the questions that were
discussed last Monday night in our home.

We are beginning a book club at Smoke Rise and Monday night was our first session.
Bill and Judy Neal hosted a group in their home, too. We had enough people to sign up that
merited opening two homes.

The book we discussed was J. B. Phillips, Your God Is Too Small. | suspect that many
of you have read it because it was published in 1961. The author was an Anglican minister who
was best known at the time as the trandator of the New Testament in Modern English.

Phillips wrote, “If it is true that there is someone in charge of the whole mystery of life
and death, we can hardly escape a sense of futility and frustration until we begin to see what Heis
like and what His purposes are.” After dismantling some unhealthy and unbiblical concepts of
God, Phillips proceeded to help his readers understand how they can “draw a picture of God” that
is healthy and biblical.

It is not my purpose today to give areview of Phillips book, as interesting as that might
be. Instead, | wish to answer two questions that emerged as | read it. Why is our God too small
and how can we keep from shrinking Him?

Let’s begin with the first question. Why isour God too small? | suppose there are
severd reasons and perhaps the first isthat in our need to under stand God, we humanize Him.
We use words that we know and understand to describe Him to satisfy our need to comprehend
Him. In so doing, however, we run the risk of creating Him in our image and making Him
nothing more than a man with supernatural powers.

How can human words describe God? How can the finite describe the infinite? Thisin
itself is an oxymoron. At best our words can give us incomplete analogies, i.e., Father, Judge,
Shepherd, Redeemer, Fortress, but these words can only point to God, not describe Him.

We arealso guilty of limiting God by creating Him based upon what we need. In
formulating a concept of God, many do not begin with who He is but what they need Him to be.

When | want to know what someon€e’'s concept of God is, it is hot uncommon for me to
ask that person what kind of God he or she needs. Most of the time our God is an expression of
our needs. While it is true that God wants to meet our needs, it is risky building an image of God
from this perspective. My parents would have been quite different had they been limited to
fulfilling my expectations and meeting my needs as a baby, a child, an adolescent or even an
adult. | am sure you can see how constructing an image of God from our needs can limit Him,
too.

Some people limit God because they have a need to control Him. Instead of trusting
God to make wise and loving decisions, they want God to trust them. They want to determine
what He should do or not do under various circumstances and even go so far asto draft an image
of God based upon their wisdom, not His.

How can we keep from doing these things? Remember the movie, “Honey, | Shrunk the
Kids?" How can we keep from shrinking God? Let me suggest some things you might want to
consider.



First of all, let God be God. Don’t try to control or manipulate Him. He doesn’t need
your help.

Trust Him to be honest, fair, just, righteous, faithful, reliable, compassionate, merciful
and loving. He will do the right thing in the right way at the right time. Y ou can count on it.

Even trust Him with tearsin your eyes, pain in your heart and questions in your mind.
Cultivate a tenacious and stubborn faith that cannot be shaken.

Allow God to reveal Himself to you. We possess no ability to find or understand God.
The only way we can know God isif He reveals Himsalf to us, which He doesin a variety of
way's because He wants us to know Him. So, open your heart and mind and let Him speak to you
through the written word, the Bible, the Living Word, Jesus and the till small voice, the Holy
Spirit. Allow Him to reveal Himself to you through nature, through others' insight and especialy
through your own experiences.

Again, trust God to reveal to you what you need to know about Him at any given point on
your pilgrimage. Don't be darmed if others seem to know more or even have a different view of
God. If He wants you to know what they know, He will reved it to you.

Have you ever heard a coach say to a player, “Let the game come to you?’ There are
times when a player tries to control the flow of the game and impose his or her expectations upon
everyone and the game itself. Under these circumstances, a wise coach will look at that player
and say, “Remember the fundamentals, play your position and be ready to do your part when
necessary. L et the game come to you.”

Discovering who God is and what He is like may be similar. Read your Bible, pray, listen
to others and evaluate your own experiences. Do the fundamentals and be prepared to receive
insight and understanding when God comes to you.

One of my favorite passages in the Bible isin Matthew 11:28-30. Jesus said, “ Come unto
me, all you who are weary and burdened and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn of me, for | am gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest unto your souls. For my
yoke is easy and my burden islight.”

The key phrasein that paragraph is “learn of me.” Knowing God is alife-long learning
process that begins with devel oping a relationship with Jesus and continues by cultivating that
relationship the rest of your life. For me, Jesusis the fullest and finest revelation of God that we
have in thisworld. | base this upon severa passages of scripture, two | will mention.

John 1:14, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
Augustine said this verse is the key to understanding God. | agree

Secondly, | take seriously Jesus words to Philip in John 14: 811, “Philip said, ‘Lord,
show us the Father and that will be enough for us.’” Jesus answered, ‘Don’t you know me, Philip,
even after | have been among you after such along time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, show us the Father? Don’t you believe that | am in the Father and that
the Father isin me? The words | say to you are not just my own. Rather, it isthe Father living in
me who is doing His work. Believe me when | say that | am in the Father and the Father isin me,
or a least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.” ”

If you want to know who God is, look at Jesus. If you want to know what God thinks or
what He expects of us, listen to Jesus. | don't think thereis a clearer picture of God to be found in
this world than the one | see through Jesus, so learn of him. Learn everything you can about him
through the study of his words and let him use every experience in life to teach you even more.

Is your God too small? The only way | know to answer this question is to ask another
guestion. What do you know about God today that you did not know last Sunday? If nothing, then
your God istoo small.



