The September 12, 2008
Newdetter of the
Smoke Rise Baptist Church

Wednesday Schedulefor Adults- Fall 2008

*  September 17
Who Is My Neighbor? — Session Two with Rev. Kathy Dobbins
Combined dinner and service with our next door neighbors, Eastminster Presbyterian

*  September 24
“Who Is My Neighbor?” — Session Three
Good Will for the Common Good (video segment)
Building Baptist/Jewish relationships - includes the story of Southside Baptist Church
and TempleEmmanu-el in Birmingham, Alabama
Interview with Rev. Wayne Martin: k:
Why should Baptists build relationships with Jews?

» October 8 |
Devotion by Dr. Browning P
» October 15

Loving God Through Creation Series
Creation, Faith & Crisis: Dr. William P. Brown, Columbia Seminary
Don’t miss the dide show of nature photography!

* October 22
Loving God Through Creation Series
Creation According to Genesis 1:1-2:3: Dr. Brown, Columbia Seminary

e October 29
Fall Festival

* November 5
Fall Bible Study — The Book of Ephesians
Dr. Thomas Slater, Professor of New Testament Language and Literature, McAfee
School of Theology

*  November 12
Fall Bible Sudy — Session Two

"~ |« November 19

Devotion by Dr. Browning

For more information about the Wednesday evening series, contact Rev. Kathy Dob-
bins, kdobbins@smokerisebaptist.org

Don’t Forget About Katrina

Thereisstill much work to bedone!! The schedulefor
upcoming Katrina/Biloxi tripsis:

¢ October 9-12 .
¢ December 4-7

Please check your calendar and seeif you can be apart

November 6-9

of one or more of theseimportant mission trips. Remember
to sign up online. The cost is $85. Please contact Greg
Everett at geverett@wilwat.net or Jim Huston at
srbckatrinamission @comcast.net for moreinformation.

Goal: $570,000
Our Goal iswithin sight.
With your help we can reach it!




You can do aMission Work close to home! Please sign
up now! Mickey O'Kelley is leading a team to do some
painting and cleaning at Park Ave Baptist Church, Saturday,
September 27, 9:00 am. — 1:00 p.m. Please call Mickey
at 770-314-7573.

at God's Appalachian Partnership (GAP) in McDowell,
KY has been scheduled for October 12-18. We will be
finishing alarge covered picnic pavilion behind the GAP's
Servant's House Lodge. Depending on the size of the team
therewill be other construction projects. Thepavilionwill be
dedicated to the memory of Dane Sanderlin at the end of our
week there. The team will be staying in the lodge and the
cost is $125 per person. To learn more about the GAP's
work, go to www.gapky.org. Cdll Bill Blanton at 770.921.4115
with any questions.

Good, used appliances and furniture are needed for the
Appalachian mission trip in October. A construction team
will be returning to Appalachia and we need to take refrig-
erators, microwaves, washers, dryers, electric stoves, mat-
tresses, furniture, etc. Your wonderful response allowed us
to take two full trailer loads on our July trip. Contact Bob
Jernigan at 770-934-3005 for pick-up.

« September 23 — What's Keeping You Awake At
Night?

Today's stresses in our current economy can leave you
worried, overwhelmed, and fearful. Learn how to create a
sanctaury of peace — Kathy Dobbins and Ernie Forrester.

e October 1 — Proactive Parenting

Let's face it: children don't come with a manual! We
will work on sharpening our parenting skills, navigating
through troubled waters, devel oping a parenting plan, man-
aging the “balancing act” and keeping your family strong.
Learn how to defend your child from getting pulled off course
by today’s popular culture — Kellie Denton and Ernie
Forrester.

is sold out! If you are interested in going, we can add
you to awaiting list. Please call Linda Cummings at 770-
469-5856.

October 6
To Jeamaur Farm
Leavingchurchat 9:30am
andreturning at 3:00 p.m.
Cost: $5.00 per person
withastop a Longstreet Cafein Gainesville
for lunch onyour own.
Contact Lindaat 770-469-5856

Do you enjoy planning fun and exciting events? Then
we need your help onthe“Fun Events Team” to plan activi-
ties for our church fellowship. Please contact Linda
Cummings at 770.469.5856 or 770.498.0045 or
|cummings@smokerisebaptist.org or Doug Cowan at
770.972.2514 or doug.cowan@comcast.net. Volunteer to-
day!!

e Multi-church recreational league

e Spiritua & physical development

* Opento children (ages5 and up), youth
and adults

» Nicegyms and outstanding coaches

»  Guaranteed playingtime

* BeginsNovember 1

» Forinformation, call 770-413-2133, ext 224 or 266, or
770-885-7820.
Email: impactbasketbal || eague@yahoo.com.

[

We extend our Christian sympathy to
these who have lost loved ones: Jimmy
Abner & Brian Abner whose father and
grandfather died; Carol Marcus whose
sister died; and Phyllis Scarborough
whose aunts died.

We celebrate the birth
of “Brady Cooper” on
August 22 to Melissa &
David Keedl; grandparents
areVic & Debbie Greene.




“How Do You L eave a Bad Place?”
Exodus12:1-14

How do you leave abad place or situation? Where do you find the
confidenceand courageyou need? How do you handlethe emotionsthat
overwhelm you? These were the questions | raised in my sermon last
week based upon thistext. Dueto the harsh conditions under which the
descendants of Jacob wereliving, it wastime for them to |eave Egypt.

This text outlined Moses' words to his people as they prepared to
leave. Thesewerepractica, yet urgent wordsfilled with faith and hope. No
doubt they provided guidanceand inspiration for thedifficult journey ahead.

| amintrigued by this concept of liberation and amledto ask. Are
you in abad placetoday?Areyouinan abusiverdationship or struggling
with acrippling addiction to drugs, al cohol, food, pornography, ego or
possessions? Are you running with the wrong crowd and headed into
some dangerous places? Areyou in bondage to afaulty way of thinking
that is contributing to low self-esteem, inferiority or depression? Are
you in an unhealthy religious environment that does not lift you up but
tearsyou down? Are you experiencing burnout on your job or you are
trapped in the prison of poverty?

Must you stay whereyou arefor ever ? Ischange possible, and if
so, how canyou head in anew direction?| believe our text speskstothis
and emphatically tells us that we do not have to stay in a bad place.
Change, evenradical change, ispossible. How do you doit?

Thefirst step you must takeisto acknowledgethat you have
aproblem. Quit living in denial. Don't talk yourself out of needing to
make changes. Perhapstherewasatimewhen thelsraglitesdid, but no
longer.

| haveacounselor friend that has coined the phrase, “ CameraCheck.”
Whenever heistalkingto aclient that isin denial, he asksthemto take
apictureof hisor her situation to seewhat they are overlooking. “What
isbefore acamerawhen you snap apictureiswhat will be captured on
film or on the disc. Many times when you look at a picture, you see
things you did not realize were there. It isthe samein life. A ‘ Camera
Check’ forces peopleto deal with reality and confront brutal facts.” He
findsthisto be an effective way to help clients move beyond denial.

Areyou living in denial? If you took a picture of your situation
today, what would it reveal that you refuse to acknowledge? Are you
ready to be honest?

Gloria White is my friend and one of the counselors that has an
office at our church. In her book, The Path of Grace, she writes about
thecyclesof lifeidentified by the Exodus motif of bondage, wilderness
and Promise Land.

“Everyoneisinoneof threeplacesin hisor her life. They areeither
in bondage, transition or the Promise Land. Wise are the people that
recognize where they are and are on a journey toward health and
wholeness.”

Where are you this morning? Are you in bondage and will you
admit it? Are you in the wilderness learning how to think and live
differently? Are you in the Promise land where you have discovered
how to live one day at atimerelying upon God and othersto help you
liveresponsibly?

The first step you must take to head in a new direction is to
identify whereyou are. Thelsraelites had to confront the fact that they
werein an unhealthy and dangerous place. Do you need to do that this
morning?

To leave a place of bondage, you will need help. If you could
have doneit by yourself, you already would have.

Leaving your Egypt will not be easy. It wasn't for the Israelites
and it will not be for you. They needed God, each other and their
leaders. They never could haveleft Egypt without divineand human help.

Likethelsraglites, you will need traveling companions along your
journey to liberation. You will battle despair, cynicism, fear, uncertainty
and hopelessness. You will need othersto provide encouragement and
support. This is one journey that you cannot make alone. You need
family, friendsand faith. If the Israelites did, what makes you think you
will not?

You will alsoneed aplanin order toleaveyour Egypt. Isn't this
what M oses provided them? He was quite specific, wasn't he? He gave
them thefirst stepsthey needed to takein order to leave. Why did hedo
this? | think he was not only giving them directions, but instilling
confidencein them.

Thischallengewas daunting. Mobilizing over onemillion peopleto
leave Egypt was an enormoustask. Wasit really possible? I'm surethere
were many skeptics, but perhapsthey werewon over when Moses gave
them their instructions. They could do what he was asking outlined in
our text, and when they did, it had to be ahuge confidencebuilder. If they
could take thefirst step, they could take the next one.

“How do you eat an elephant?’ the old joke asks, “one bite at a
time.”

When leaving abad situation, focus upon first steps. Takethemand
others will follow. Don’'t become paralyzed by the magnitude of the
challenge. Start where you areand keep progressing.

| believe our text reveals that you need one other thing in
order toleavebondage, and that isa good memory. You may find this
abit surprising, but et me explain.

Listento Moses' final instructionsto hispeople. “Thisday shall be
aday of remembrancefor you. You shall celebrateit asafestival to the
Lord. Throughout your generations you shall observeit as a perpetual
ordinance” Exodus 12:14.

Why was M oses adamant about them remembering thisjourney of
faith? He knew they would be tempted to return to Egypt when they
faced intimidating challenges and hurdles on their journey to pursue a
new life. They would forget how hard life was and how miserable they
were. A poor memory would doomthemto repeat history. It will us, too.

Let me return to Gloria's book, The Path of Grace. In it, Gloria
statesthat once aperson reachesthe Promise Land, thereisno guarantee
that he or she will stay there. Many people go back into bondage and
begin the cycle over because they don't stay alert to the where they are
inrelation to God and others. They grow overconfident and quit relying
upon God. They grow complacent and quit listening to others. They
grow rebelliousand makeirresponsible decisions.

Thisaarmed me. How sad itisto see someonemovefromliberation
back to bondage. | think | understand the reason for Moses' adviceto his
peoplein thelast part of our text.

Perhaps there was another reason, though, Moses instructed his
fellow pilgrimsto remember thisnight forever. It washisway of inviting
succeeding generationsto join God asapartner inliberation. Just asthey
needed help to be released from bondage, so would others along their
journey and they would need to offer that help out of humility and
gratitude.

Doyou need help today? Areyou in an unhealthy and dangerous
place? Areyou in an abusive relationship, struggling with an addiction,
running with thewrong crowd, harboring destructive thoughts or settling
for lessthan your best? Do you need to make some dramatic changes?
What isthe biggest challenge you face when you think about starting a
new life? Who can help you overcome these obstacles?

Do you need faith, family and friends to accompany you on this
journey? | know where you can find them. As afriend recently wrote,
“Weworship aGod that liberates from bondage, anytime, any kind, any
place, and then he invites us to a partnership in that liberating work.”
Join usthismorning in that partnership with Him and one another.

Until Sunday,
Bob




writing tablets, backpacks, college & wideruled notebook paper &
notebooks, dictionaries, hi-lighters, pencils (#2 & colored), scissors, hand
sanitizer, boxes of tissue, erasers, pocket folderswith brads, graph pa-
per, composition books, markers, pens, gluesticks(not gluebottlesplease)
& rulers. In addition, the Stone Mountain Co-op also needs mac &
cheese, peanut butter & jelly, canned veggies, tuna, soup, pasta &
pasta sauce, toilet paper and soap. Items may be placed in either the
food bin near the office or on shelves in the hallway under the gym.
Thank you!

Visit www.smokerisebaptist.org for the latest news about the
many autumn opportunities at Smoke Rise.

We are planning a SRBC Golf Day at Stone Mountain Park on
Friday October 17. First teetimeis12:00pm.

Golf and park pass cost is $56 per player. We have room for 28
players. Cal Ed Brantly for details(770.469.1319). Moreinformation
will follow. Please sign up with Bobbie Wade in the church office.

Classes will beginin October in room 106. You may call Bud Van
Ordentosign upat (770.923.3754). Beginning/Intermediatelevel classes
will be held on Mondays, 7-8:30 p.m., October 6 - 27. Intermediate/
Advanced level classeswill be held on Tuesdays, 7-8:30 p.m., October
7-28.

As of August 31, 2008

Four hundred fourteen families have pledged $1,966,177.60 to date for the 2008
Budget.

YEAR TO DATE BUDGET TO
(THIS YEAR) DATE
INCOME
TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $1,443,354.95 $1,706,664.00
TOTAL OTHER INCOME 15,922.69 0.00
TOTAL INCOME $1,450,277.64 $1,706,664.00
EXPENSES
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES $1,147,089.79 $1,277,300.00
TOTAL MINISTRIES — WORSHIP 35,903.65 43,279.00
TOTAL MINISTRIES — EDUCATION 86,117.97 115,783.00
TOTAL MISSIONS 145,949.24 163,741.00
TOTAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 79,498.66 80,664.00
TOTAL EQUIPMENT 8,180.14 11,870.00
TOTAL EXPENSES $1,502,739.45 $1,692,637.00
MORTGAGEBALANCE: $ 80,692.97

40™ ANNIVERSARY OFFERING:
Two hundred fifty-four families have pledged $436,610.00 towards our goal of
$570,000.00. Forty-one families that did not sign a pledge card have given
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Robert F. Browning, D. Min.
E. Ernest Forrester, J.
Kathy Dobbins

TimW. Adcox

Danny Vancil

Kellie Denton
CarraHughes Greer

David MacFarlane

Pastor

Associate Pastor

Minister of Spiritual Formation

Minister of Missions/Recreation

Minister of Worship & Music

Minister to Families with Children

Minister of Familieswith Youth

Director of Administration and Communications
Coordinator of Congregational Life/Senior Adults
Nursery Director

Pastor Emeritus

Linda Cummings
AmandaBurton
Truett Gannon, D. Min.

Smoke Rise Counseling Center
Affiliate of Careand Counsdling Center of Georgia
770-469-6547

GloriaWhite, M. Div., LCSW
Rene Ely, M. Div., LMFT
Gina Campbell, M. Div., LCSW

Counselor
Counselor
Counselor

Please remember to pray
for our Church staff asthey
lead us in worship and
Bible study as we serve
alongside them in ministry
for our Lord and Savior.




