TheMay 23, 2008
Newdetter of the
Smoke Rise Baptist Church

Summer Family Olympics
Vacation Bible School at Smoke Rise Bapist Church
Sunday Night, June 8 to Wednesday Night, June 11

Catch the Olympic Fever thissummer! Opening ceremony begins Sunday
night, June 8 with the Varsity Wagon at 4:30 p.m.. Closing Ceremony will be
Wednesday night, June11. Thegameswill commenceeach night at 4:30 p.m. and
concludeon theballfield at 7:30 p.m.

VBS Torch 2008
Ambassadors Needed:

 China, Spain, South Korea, and Greeceareour host countries.
Pleasewelcomeour children toyour home.

» Olympic Coachesto guideour athleteseach night.
* People to help with special effects at the Opening and Closing
ceremonies(Sunday and Wednesday nights).

Personal Trainersareneeded in Recreation.

» Sunday School classes needed to sponsor and servethemeal on
Monday and Tuesday night.

Parents, Empty Nesters, and Senior Adults- Help decor ateand/or
sponsor acountry.

EVERYONE: Saveyour paper towel rollsfor each athlete' sOlym-
picTorch.

June 8

Communion Service — 8:30 service only
Youth Music & Mission Experience — 11:00 service

ReserveYour Spot In New York
July 12 - 19

The New York Mission Team has 8-10 spots open
whereyou can beablessingtoinner city children. Trip
cost is $300 plus airfare. Scholarships are available
where needed. Go online to smokeriseministries.orq
to register and pay the $100 deposit. Contact Sarah
Martin for moreinfoat wmartin@bellsouth.net or 678-
344-6237. Please hurry and reserve your place.




Help Needed in Nursery on Father’s Day

June 15
during the 11:00 worship service
10:45am.-12:10p.m.

Babies, Toddlersor Two-Year Olds
Please Contact Amanda Coe Burton
770-413-2133, ext. 218
or email her at aburton@smokerisebaptist.org

Family Fun Events Information

* Braves Game — Tuesday, June 24, Braves vs. Milwaukee.
Leave Smoke Rise at 5:00 p.m. Bravestickets are only $5.00 and
thisincludesachauffeured ridein either our motor coach or smaller
bus. Chick-fil-A boxes — sandwich, chips and brownie — only
$5.00. (Ordersfor Chick-fil-A must bereceived by June 18.) Only
100 ticketsavailable. Hurry! Thiswill sell out fast.
* Smoke Rise Nights at the Fox — Tuesday, June 17, to see
“Casablanca.” Busleavesfor dinner at the Varsity at 5:15 p.m.
Sunday, July 13, to see “Enchanted.” Bus leave immediately
after church for lunch at the Varsity.
Ticketsfor the moviesare $7.00 per person, per movie.

Weddings

Congratulationsto Andrea Crawford
and Michael Napier who were married
May 16. Andrea is the daughter of John
Crawford and Martha Williams; and, to
Melissa Creel and Benjamin Nelson who
weremarried May 17. Benjaministhe son
of Becky Nelson.

Birth

“Olivia Marcella,” born to Dave and Rae Howard; sister is
Taylor; grandparents are Jim and MarcellaHoward.

Deaths

We extend our sincerest sympathy to these who
have lost loves ones:. Lanny Nelms whose uncle
died; Bob King whose brother died; Helen Bledsoe
whose husband, Woodrow, died.

L etters of Appreciation

Dear Smoke Rise family,

We would like to express our deepest thanks and apprecia-
tion to the church staff and member swho were so kind and thought-
ful during MonT'sillness and recent death. It was so comforting to
all of our family. Thank you for yours prayers and concerns.

God hless you.

Dick and Sara Ann Pepper

Dear Smoke Rise ministers,
Thank you so very much for the thoughts, prayers, hospital
visits and phone calls during my hospital stay for colon surgery.
Mere words cannot express the extent of my appreciation.
Sincerely,
Sybil Embry

Relay for Life Team Thanks Congregation

The Smoke Rise Relay for Life team thanks the church mem-
bers who supported our efforts by giving to the American Cancer
Society. Weare proud that our teamraised $21,607.75. All 40team
members are grateful to be part of this caring congregation. The
Survivors Walk that kicked off our celebration was joyous. The
Luminary Ceremony, with the bagpipes playing “ Amazing Grace,”
was asolemn occasi on with candlesflickering in honor and memory
of loved ones. Thank you for helping us to fight cancer.

Sincerely,
Bill & Cathy Blanton ~ Sheila Dean Daniel Weatherby
Al Furr Gail Hunter Bob Hand
Bob & LoisJernigan  Amy Allison Ledlie Hunter
Trudy Richards Kay Jowers JanisBrown
Danielle Richards Debbie Scott Margaret Fite
Sherrill Peoples LindaStill Pat Smith
Steve & Sandy Huff  Victor Greene Ashley Wood
Carol Ann Fulgham LauraRossman BessBurkett
Larry Yates Robin Helms Keith Durso
Paul Durden Frank & Shirley Bowden

Ralph & Joanie Huston Phyllis Scarborough

Richard & Nancy Davis

Thanks from Smoke Rise Elementary

During our Smoke Rise Mission Service Day, one project was
to show appreciation to the teachers and staff at Smoke Rise El-
ementary School. A group of 14 membersof the Foundation Build-
ers Sunday School Class provided snacks and lunch for the staff
on May 2. Another seven people from our church read to classes
that morning. We received a card with many signatures from the
teachersexpressing their thanks. Thefollowing letter wasreceived
fromAaron Moore, Principal, expressing appreciation for thefood
and the Starbucks gift cards.

SMOKERISEELEMENTARY
1991 Silver Hill Road
Stone Mountain, Georgia30087-1699

Dear Membersof the Smoke Rise Baptist Family:

On behalf of our faculty and staff at Smoke Rise Elementary
School, | would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your
kindness and generosity in providing lunch and a gift card to
Starbucksfor our staff on Friday, May 2, 2008.

Aswe are deeply appreciative of thisexpression of kindness
which provides the opportunity to share God's inspired words of
the Greek scriptures written by L uke which says, “ Practice giv-
ing and people will give to you. They will pour into your laps a
fine measure, pressed down, shaken together and overflowing.
For with the measure that you are measuring out, they will mea-
sure out to you in return.”

Please continue to be a supportive neighbor and if we can be
of any assistance to your church, please do not hesitate to con-
tact us.

Sincerely,
Aaron Moore



Notes from the Pastor

VBS

School is out and summer is here, which meansit istime for
VBS. Kellie, Karaand Amanda have planned awonderful program
that meetsthe needs of children and parents. | want to thank them
for al their good work. Ask them how you can help this year.
Thereisalwaysroom for more helpers.

Thisyear’sVBS has an Olympic theme. Opening ceremonies
begin Sunday afternoon, June 8 with the Varsity Wagon at 4:30.
Families are invited to come and enjoy the festivities. Closing
ceremonies will be on Wednesday, June 11.

Kellietellsmethat our Summer Family Olympicsisopento
rising Pre-Kindergartners through completed 5th graders.

Children will experience crafts, snacks and culturesfrom around
theworld. They will also learn through high energy games how
God encourages us to be our best through commitment, focus,
balance, strength and endurance.

The gameswill commence each evening at 4:30 and conclude
ontheball field at 7:30 with jumpies, play time and concessions.
Parents and grandparents are invited to come for dinner and join
our family worship rally each evening from 4:30 — 5:45. After the
rally, theadultswill beinvolvedin classesand activities, too, and
thenjointheir children ontheball field at 7:30.

What a great VBS we are going to have. Begin praying for
the children and leaders and check with Kellie to see how you can
help make thisour best VBS ever.

40" Anniversary Offering

Let me give you an update on the 40" Anniversary Offering.
Pledges and contributions now total $462,187.13 or 81% our goal
of $570,000. To date, 232 familieshave turned in apledge card or
made a contribution. Thisisagreat start and puts us well on our
way to achieving our goal so that we can carry out our plans for
the 40" Anniversary celebration.

You recall that this money will be used to retire the debt,
refurbish our organ, replace the flooring in the sanctuary, help a
church in the inner city with some of their needs and provide
fundsfor our celebration. How | appreciate your support of these
projects which, | believe, will make our celebration even more
special.

If you have not participated in this special offering yet, let me
encourage you to turn your card in or make a gift. We need
everyone'sparticipation in order to reach thisgoal and | sincerely
believe that your gift will make the 40" Anniversary celebration
much more meaningful for you and your family. Theimprovements
to our beautiful sanctuary will help usfulfill our anniversary theme,
“Celebrating Our Heritageby Preparing for Our Future.”

They will also help us accomplish some of the mgjor tasks
assigned to Phase Two of the* Faith, Family and Future’ campaign.
During thefirst phase of the“ Faith, Family and Future” campaign
fiveyearsago, we directed our attention primarily to the needs of
our children and youth. Improvements were made to the parts of
thefacilitiesthat they use, a ong with the renovation of thekitchen.
We put in new heating/cooling systems throughout the buildings
that have produced great energy savings. How grateful | am for
these improvements. We did the right thing at the right time and

were good stewards of the facilities entrusted to our care. Let's
continue to be good stewards of the facilities that help us do
ministry here and around the world.

Again, | want to thank everyone who has aready done a lot
of work preparing for the celebration. Co-chairs, Arlene Kirkland
and Kathy Goodenow, have already enlisted many peopleto help
them get ready and your response has been gratifying. In addition,
Graham and Penny Stovall have given excellent leadership to this
celebration offering, setting aside alot of time this spring to lead
thiscampaign. | am grateful for the good work they have done and
continue to do. Support their efforts by making a gift if you have
not already done so.

September 20, 2009 is going to be awonderful day filled with
thanksgiving and praise. | can hardly wait!

Family Fun EventsCalendar

Check out the Family Fun Events calendar on the website.
Movies, ballgames and other great events are planned for the
summer that will bring families of all ages together for fun and
fellowship. They were big hitslast year, that's for sure.

How | loved going to “ Summer at the Fox” and seeing some
classic movies, eating at the Varsity (where kids and adults go for
agrease job and oil change) and going to Turner Field to watch
Chipper hit home runs. It doesn’t get more Atlanta than these!
Last year's eventswere fun and the ones planned this year will be,
too. So, get on board that beautiful bus we have and get to know
other church members. Bring along friendsthat don’t attend Smoke
Rise. This made last year’s events even more special!

Baccalaur eate

| enjoy our baccalaureate service every year aswe commend
our seniorsfor their good work and wish them well as they move
into a new phase of their lives. Each service isfilled with lots of
emotions. Thisyear’'s was no exception.

Thisyear’'sbaccalaureate revealed alevel of spiritual maturity
that overwhelmed me. Each speaker and participant touched me
with their love for God and one another. | |eft that service even
more grateful for Ernie, Lee, Kristy and the host of volunteersthat
work with our teenagers every week. Their steady and solid
leadership was revea ed again last Sunday. Thanks!

Holy Land

| will be preparing to leave for the Holy Land by the timeyou
receivethisedition of the Cross Tie. | depart on May 27 and return
on June 11. Twenty-two of us will be making this spiritual
pilgrimage under the direction of the M cAfee School of Theology.
Dr. Peter RheaJonesand Dr. Lloyd Allenwill lead thetrip. | believe
| told you that even the orientation session was a spiritual high for
me, listening to them talk about the goals for the trip and ways
we'll achieve them. Remember all of usin prayer aswetravel.

| can hardly wait to tell you what | learn, experience and
witness on thistrip when | return. I’ll take lots of notes and share
my journey with you in sermons and Bible studies.

In advance, | want to thank the staff for taking care of the
needs of the congregation in my absence. | have never worked
with a finer, more dedicated group of ministers, and | appreciate
them and their good work among usall year long. Kathy Dobbins,
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our Minister of Spiritual Formations, will preach for me on June 1 and Ernie
Forrester, our Associate Pastor, on June 8. | look forward to listening to their
messages after | return. Their insight into scripture and life help me many times
throughout the year, especially when they teach and preach.

All LandisHoly

Allow meto repeat what | wrotein apreviousarticleabout my trip. | really
believe that all land is holy. “The whole earth is full of the goodness of the
Lord,” the Psalmist wrote. As a matter of fact, it was in common places with
ordinary people that God revealed His presence so many times in scripture.
So, as you go about your daily tasks or take a break from your routine and go

on vacation, be aware that you, too, are on “Holy Ground.”
Until Sunday,
Bob

New Members
DeeBradley, P. O. Box 140, Stone Mountain, GA 30086; tel. 770-837-9082.
Deacon: Mark Gaines.
Kimberly Goodyear, 4003 Cumberland Drive, Sndlville, GA 30039; tel. 678-
799-7533. Deacon: Wylenelvie.

Mindful Exercise Classes
June 10 through July 24
Tuesdays, 10amin Room 304
Thursdays, 6pmin Room 106
Try afree introductory class Tuesday, June 3 and Thursday, June 5.
Learn how to reduce stress while you improve balance, flexibility & strength.
Classesarefor an hour and will run for 6 weeksfor afee of $54.00.
Bring an exercise mat.
Toregister: E-Mail Pat Hudson at patmhudson@bellsouth.net
or cal 770-806-9385.

FINANCIAL STATISTICS
Asd May 15, 2008
Four hundred fourteen families have pledged $1,966,177.60 to date for the 2008
Budget.

YEAR TO DATE  BUDGET TO
(THIS YEAR) DATE

INCOME

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $ 856,353.75 $1,066,665.00

TOTAL OTHER INCOME 10,368.30 0.00
TOTAL INCOME $ 866,722.05 $1,066,665.00
EXPENSES

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES ~ $ 626,362.22 $ 809,698.00

TOTAL MINISTRIES — WORSHIP 25,307.07 32,922.00

TOTAL MINISTRIES — EDUCATION  46,028.78 79,030.00

TOTAL MISSIONS 77,200.56 107,836.00

TOTAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 47,641.50 50,165.00

TOTAL EQUIPMENT 4,266.85 7,747.00

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 826,806.98 $1,087,398.00
MORTGAGE BALANCE: $ 150,458.90

40™ ANNIVERSARY OFFERING:

Two hundred twenty-four families have pledged $417,480.00 towards our goal of

$570,000.00. Fifteenfamiliesthat did not sign apledge card have glven $44,707.13.
PLEDGES PAID $ 188,815.23 V—
PLEDGES RECEIVABLE $ 228,664.77
UNPLEDGED CASH RECEIVED $ 44707.13
CURRENT PROJECTED RECEIPTS $ 462,187.13
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OUR STAFF

Church Office: 770-469-5856

Robert F. Browning, D. Min.
E. Ernest Forrester, Jr.

Pastor
Associate Pastor

Kathy Dobbins Coordinator of Congregational Life
TimW. Adcox Minister of Missions/Recreation
Danny Vancil Minister of Worship & Music
Kellie Denton Minister to Families with Children
Kristy Eggert Interim Minister of Families with Youth

Director of Administration and Communications
Senior Adults

Nursery Director

Pastor Emeritus

David MacFarlane
Linda Cummings
Amanda Burton

Truett Gannon, D. Min.

Smoke Rise Counseling Center
Affiliate of Careand Counseling Center of Georgia
770-469-6547

Gloria White, M. Div., LCSW
Rene Ely, M. Div., LMFT
Gina Campbell, M. Div., LCSW

Counselor
Counselor
Counselor

Lilburn Co-op Food Needsfor May
arecereal, jelly, canned meat & canned fruit.

Also, Smoke Rise has been asked to work at the
Stone Mountain Co-op food pantry now through June
6. Anyoneinterested in working on Mondays, Wednes-
days, and/or Fridaysfrom 10 am. to 12 p.m., pleasecall
Becky Seay at 770-381-6865




